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ABSTRACT: 

An improved method and system for the editing of unwanted content from 
transmitted program material . The system may be operated manually or 
automatically and its program recognition means may be positioned either 
locally at the controlled receiver or in a remote location. The system 
also has expanded editing capability to allow coordinated control of 
accessory devices and may be programmed without the necessity of an 
initial reception of unwanted content at the control 1 ed / receiver. It also 
simplifies and improves the reliability of previously disclosed methods 
for automatic program identification. 
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ABSTRACT : 

A method, apparatus and system are provided 'for recognizing broadcast 
segments, such as commercials, in real time by continuous pattern 
recognition without resorting to cues or codes in the broadcast signal - 
Each broadcast frame is parametized to yield a digital word and a 
signature is constructed -for segments to be recognized by selecting, in 
accordance with a set of predefined rules, a number of words from among 
random locations throughout the segment and storing them along with 
offset information indicating their relative locations- As a broadcast 
signal is monitored, it is parametized in the same way and the library of 
signatures is compared against each digital word and words offset 
therefrom by the stored offset amounts. A data reduction technique 
minimizes the number of comparisons required while still maintaining a 
large database. 
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